
Some Sample Reports on Turbines and Tourism 

Some locations are heavily dependent on tourism dollars and employment. 
Let’s use North Carolina’s Crystal Coast (Carteret County) as an example. 

Most states list tourism related economics. In this case, the North Carolina 
Department of Commerce indicates the 2020 figures for Carteret County are: 

$400± million in Tourism related revenue 
3650± jobs in Tourism related businesses 
  $40± million in state and local tax revenues from travel to Carteret 

County. (This represents a $565± tax saving to each county resident.) 

Almost all studies done by independent experts conclude that there will be 
Tourism business lost when industrial wind energy is introduced into a tourist 
area. Some play it down by saying that these loses are not “significant.”  

The most detailed study to date, funded by the Scottish Government (a wind 
proponent) concluded that the annual losses would be from 2% to 6%. A 
decrease of 4% in the Crystal Coast tourism business would amount to: 

$16± million in Tourism related revenue lost annually, plus 
146± Tourism jobs lost annually 

It seems that most people would consider those losses to be significant. And 
this is just one economic burden to the community (see WiseEnergy.org) — 
but this just by itself, would result in any locally proposed wind project being 
a NET LOSS. In other areas, the significance of the impact will vary. 

Here is a collection of 200± articles & reports on the effects on Tourism from 
industrial wind energy being nearby. Below is a sample of these studies: 

 1- Wind Turbines and Tourism in Scotland (2017) 
 2- “80% would Not Come Back” when turbines visible (2016: NCSU) 
 3- The Impact of Wind Turbines on Tourism Demand (2015) 
 4- Offshore Wind in Southern Europe – Tourist Preference and Acceptance 
 5- 66% say turbines make Scotland a less appealing place to visit (2014) 
 6- “Tourism Effect of Wind Turbines in Prince Edward County” (2012) 
 7- The impact of wind turbines on tourism – a literature review (2012) 
 8- The Effect of Wind Power Installations on Coastal Tourism (2010) 
 9- Do wind farms affect tourism? (2009: Quebec Government) 
10-The Dorenell Wind Farm: Tourism Impacts & Implications (2010) 
11-Investigation in the Potential Impact of Wind Farms on Tourism in Wales 

(2003: Wales Tourist Board) 
12-Wind Turbines and Rural Tourism (2003: VisitScotland) 
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https://partners.visitnc.com/economic-impact-studies
https://partners.visitnc.com/economic-impact-studies
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/214910/0057316.pdf
http://wiseenergy.org
http://www.windaction.org/posts?utf8=%E2%9C%93&search=tourism&topic=Tourism&view=list
https://www.mountaineering.scot/assets/contentfiles/media-upload/Wind_farms_and_tourism_in_Scotland_-_a_review,_Nov_2017_20171106.pdf
https://cenrep.ncsu.edu/2016/04/03/offshore-wind-tourism/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0301421515300495
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2214629615300116
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/10704654/Walkers-are-turning-away-from-wind-farm-Scotland.html
http://ccsage.wordpress.com/naturally-green/jobs-and-economy/
http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/summary?doi=10.1.1.687.2124
http://www.mdpi.com/1996-1073/3/1/1
http://tourismintelligence.ca/2009/12/09/do-wind-farms-affect-tourism/
http://www.moray.gov.uk/downloads/file68577.pdf
http://www.ecodyfi.org.uk/tourism/Windfarms_research_eng.pdf/
http://docs.wind-watch.org/Wind%20Turbines%20and%20Rural%20Tourism.pdf

